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Course Description:
The medical profession since time immemorial has conducted itself with a high level of ethical
behaviour that has earned the trust that patients have in doctors today. Medical ethics is defined, as
a civil code of behaviour considered correct by members of the profession for the good of both the
patient and profession. This trust goes beyond written words and leads the public at large to expect
of the doctor to have not only a high standard of medical ability and skill but also impeccable
behaviour. The need for patient's trust in his doctor is the basis for ethical codes from many centuries
ago as manifested in the traditions of all the major civilizations. In recent times, national, regional
and world associations of doctors as well as other health care professionals have revised existing
codes of ethics and formulated new ones to keep up with advances in medical knowledge, medical
practice and research as well as changes in society. All doctors subscribe to the spirit of caring and
confidentiality that regulate the doctor-patient relationship and these values continue to be accepted
by all those who practice the art of medicine.
A new doctor entering the profession of medicine joins a fraternity dedicated to the service of
humanity. He will be expected to subordinate his personal interests to the welfare of his patients,
and, together with his fellow practitioners seek to raise the standard of health in the community
where he practices. He inherits traditions of professional behaviour on which he must base his own
conduct, and which he must pass on untarnished to his successors.
This course is an introduction to medical ethics. The first part of the course provides an introduction
to basic ethical issues, codes & principles, which are intended to serve as a background aid for
thinking through the particular issues discussed in the reminder of the course

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs):
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At the end of the course, students should acquire, think and behave according to the ethical issues
and cods, and they will be:
1. Able to discuss different Codes of ethics in different subjects and correlate these codes with
everyday practice.
2. Able to discuss and involve the principles of medical ethics in everyday practice.
3. Able to discuss and identify the common ethical issues in different medical subjects.
4. Able to discuss major bioethical issues ; and
5. Appreciate medicine as a profession.
6. Able to understand the ethical issue of patient –doctor relationship.
7. Able to understand the different types of patients' personality and the ways of dealing with each
type.
8. Aware of different types of communication styles with patients.

Topic Outline and Schedule:
week

Topic
Introduction

General Objective
1. System governing human social behaviour


Socialization

1-2
- Primary Socialization
- Secondary Socialization

Historical background
of medical ethics.
3-4



Why Ethics Become Important?



Aims of teaching medical ethics.



Basic Rights and Ethical Duties



Definition and scope of medical ethics.

1. Historical background of medical ethics.
2. Declarations in medical ethics


Hippocratic oath



The declaration of Geneva



II-The World Medical Associations (WMA):

international code of medical ethics
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Theories of medical
ethics



The declaration of Helsinki



The declaration of Lisbon



The declaration of Sydney



The declaration of Oslo



The declaration of Tokyo



The declaration of Hawaii

The declaration of Venice
3. Theories of medical ethics


Teleological theories



Deontology



Virtue Theories

First Examination (30 MCQ)
Principle of Medical
Ethics
8-10

4. Principles of medical ethics.
A.
The Principle of Non-Maleficence
B.
The Principle of Beneficence
C.
The Principle of Autonomy
a.
Telling the truth.
b.
Informed consent.
c.
Confidentiality.
D.
The Principle of Justice
a.

Fairness

b.

Discrimination in medicine

c.

Allocation of resources

E. Resolution of Ethical Dilemmas
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6. Patient -Doctor relationship
11-12

5. Patient -Doctor
relationship

 Parson's pattern of Patient -Doctor relationship
 Types of Patient -Doctor relationship
 Privileged access
 Importance of interpersonal aspect
 Dysfunctional Communication styles
 Personality types

Second Examination (30 MCQ)
13-14

7. Medical
malpractice

8. Medical malpractice
 Frequency and cost of medical errors.
 The medical malpractice claim.
 Elements of the case.
 The trial
 Damages
 Proving Fault in Medical Malpractice Cases

15-16

Final exams (40 MCQ)

Teaching Methods and Assignments:
Development of ILOs is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:
1. Theoretical lectures

Evaluation Methods:
Grading Policy:
Grades can be based on the following:
First Exam:
30%.
Second Exam:
30%.
Final Exam:
40%.
Total Points:
100
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Course Policies:
Attendance policies:
If a student is absent for a teaching session then they must discuss this with the course instructor. If
a student is absent for more than 25% of the course then he may be liable to fail the course
B- Absences from exams and handing in assignments on time:
If a student misses an examination then they will have the opportunity for a make-up examination,
according to the university regulations.
C- Health and safety procedures:
college Members and students must at all times, conform to Health and Safety rules and procedures.
D- Honesty policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, misbehavior:
As a student in this course (and at this university) you are expected to maintain high degrees of
professionalism, commitment to active learning and participation in this class and also integrity
in your behavior in and out of the classroom. Students violate this policy would be subjected to
disciplinary action according to the Hashemite University disciplinary policies
References:
Author

Title

Judson, Karen, 1941Hicks, Sharon, 1953- JT. AUTH.

Law & ethics for medical careers / Law and ethics for medical
careers
Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill,
Publication Date: 2003.

Selected articles and handout documents on medical ethics issues
(will be available to students as paper or
electronic versions).
Additional information:
the semester is 16 weeks:
-14 weeks:
( 1 theory hour weekly)
-Last two weeks for final exams according to university regulations.
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