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Course Description

This course is directed to beginning students of environmental impact assessment
(EIA). The main focus of this course is on the fundamental principles and ‘good’
practices of EIA that are common across EIA systems. In recognition that EIA is a
subject of interest to many disciplines and persons of varied backgrounds, this
course is interdisciplinary in perspective and attempts to balance discussion on
physical and human environments. The course is organized in four parts. In each
part a number of principles and procedures are introduced, including case study
examples and select methods and techniques. Part | introduces the basic principles
of EIA, including the aims and objectives of EIA and an overview of the generic
EIA process. Part 11 examines the nature of environmental impacts and common
methods and techniques used to support EIA practice. Part 11l focuses on EIA
principles and procedures, from screening, scoping, impact prediction, and
evaluation to post-decision analysis. Part IV introduces two key areas of EIA that
are under rapid transition — cumulative effects assessment and strategic
environmental assessment — and demonstrates linkages between the two and
linkages with project-based EIA.
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Course Outline

Part I: EIA Principles
1. Aims and Objectives of EIA

Part 11: Foundations of EIA
2. Nature and Classification of Environmental Impacts
3. Methods Supporting EIA Practice

Part 111: EIA Practice

. Screening Procedures

. Scoping Procedures

. Predicting Environmental Impacts

. Determining Impact Significance

. Managing Project Impacts

. Post-Decision Monitoring

Part IV: Advancing Principles and Practices in EIA
10. Cumulative Environmental Effects
11. Strategic Environmental Assessment
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Grading
First Exam 30%
Second Exam 30%
Final Exam 40%
Textbook

Noble B.F. (2006): Introduction to Environmental Impact Assessment: A Guide to
Principles and Practices
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Good Luck
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